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	Theme and props
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	Pretend to eat, play, and sleep
	Use Language Techniques
	Talk about

similarities
	Play the musical instrument
	Ask questions 

to encourage language
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	Babies

3 baby dolls

3 baby theme books

3 rattle bells

3 pretend play props
	Pretend with

Baby

Bottle

Baby rattle

Doll Blanket
	Novelty

Add something different or novel to trigger communication.
	Compare

Categories

Colors

Quantities

Sizes 

Shapes
	Make Music

Play the instrument

Sing a song

Dance around

Take turns


	Ask questions

What is this?

Where is the _____?

What is the baby in the book doing?

Who likes to play so big?

When does the baby sleep?
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	Bears

3 teddy bears

3 bear theme books

3 tambourines

3 pretend play props
	Pretend with

Bear

Cup, plate, and spoon

Tea pot

Pillow
	Self Talk

Talk about what you are doing with the toys while your listens.
	Compare

Categories

Colors

Quantities

Sizes

Shapes
	Make Music

Play the instrument

Sing a song

Dance around

Take turns


	Ask questions

What is this?

Where is the _____?

What is the bear in the book doing?

Who likes to play-a-cake?

What color is the cup and spoon?

	
	Bunnies

3 stuffed bunnies

3 bunny theme books

3 hand bells

3 pretend play props
	Pretend with

Bunny

Plastic carrot

Watering can

Bunny nest
	Expansion

Repeat what your child says back to him or her in a more complex form.
	Compare

Categories

Colors

Quantities

Sizes

Shapes
	Make Music

Play the instrument

Sing a song

Dance around

Take turns


	Ask questions

What is this?

Where is the _____?

What is the bunny in the book doing?

Who likes to play jumping games?

Why did the bunny hide the watering can?
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	Cats

3 stuffed cats

3 cat theme books

3 jingle bell rattles

3 pretend play props
	Pretend with

Cat

Cat dish and beads

Brush and mirror

Cat carrier
	Parallel Talk

Describe you’re your child is doing as he or she plays with the toys..
	Compare

Categories

Colors

Quantities

Sizes

Shapes
	Make Music

Play the instrument

Sing a song

Dance around

Take turns


	Ask questions

What is this?

Where is the _____?

What is the cat in the book doing?

Who likes to play hide and seek?

How  much food will the cat eat?
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	Dogs

3 stuffed dogs

3 dog theme books

3 xylophones

3 pretend play props
	Pretend with

Dog

Dog dish and blocks

Ball

Dog bed
	Mirroring

Imitate the spontaneous sounds your child makes.
	Compare

Categories

Colors

Quantities

Sizes

Shapes
	Make Music

Play the instrument

Sing a song

Dance around

Take turns


	Ask questions

What is this?

Where is the _____?

What is the dog in the book doing?

Who likes to play tickle, tickle?

How many dogs are there?

	

	Seasonal

3 seasonal figures 

3 seasonal foods

3 musical clackers  

3 pretend play props
	Pretend with

Seasonal figure

Seasonal food

Seasonal toy

Seasonal doll sheet
	Take Turns

Take turns talking and listening to your child.
	Compare

Categories

Colors

Quantities

Sizes

Shapes
	Make Music

Play the instrument

Sing a song

Dance around

Take turns


	Ask questions

What is this?

Where is the _____?

What is the figure in the book doing?

Who likes to go up high in the sky?

Which one is bigger?


Seasonal figures: Fall (raccoon, squirrel, deer) Winter (penguin, polar bear, seal) Spring (cow, horse, lamb) Summer (bug frog turtle)
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Six interactive theme “bulletin board” shelves are placed throughout the learning environment to encourage exploration, interaction, and language.


Have fun exploring the toys and objects on each shelf with your child.  The chart below presents ideas to guide your play interactions.  Follow your child’s lead.











