A POSITIVE APPROACH TO GUIDING BEHAVIOR

 IN PARENT/CHILD PLAY GROUPS
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Build a solid foundation for learning.

Give children helpful feedback about their behavior so that they learn to recognize their own contribution to their learning, develop a sense of pride in their accomplishments, and acquire healthy self-esteem.  Help children develop sensitivity toward others and a growing awareness of the impact of their behavior.

Create an environment that is set up for success.

Set up an environment so that children can feel successful.  Arrange the physical space to give children clear messages about what is expected, organize routines that recognize the developmental abilities of young children, and create play spaces that give children opportunities to participate in interesting, fun, challenging, and acceptable activities.

Provide opportunities for children to learn acceptable behavior.

Young children need guidance as they learn about acceptable behavior.  Actively teach children about limits for behavior by providing specific information about what is acceptable.  Provide feedback to children to help shape their behaviors so that they learn how to positively interact with toys, other children, and adults.

Effectively resolve problems as they occur.

Because a natural part of learning is making mistakes, be ready to respond when children make inappropriate choices and behave in a way that is unacceptable in a social setting.  A nurturing and educational response to an emotional outburst or a biting episode sends a clear message to children that they can learn from this experience.

Adapted from Child Care Plus Curriculum on Inclusion by Sarah Mulligan, et al., University of Montana
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Children who develop social competence are more likely to experience success in school and in life.  Therefore, it is important to guide children’s behavior by teaching them social skills, appropriate behavior and limits.








