FACILITATING COMMUNICATION IN PLAY GROUPS
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Getting on the child’s level

Being at a child’s level may mean kneeling, squatting down or sitting on the floor.  When you are at a child’s level, you become a ready participant in whatever activity they are engaged.

Responding every time

When a young child initiates communication with you, your response helps the child to learn about communication.  By your response, the child learns that their communication is important, that you want to listen to them, and that communication is a reciprocal process.

Taking Turns

Taking turns is the simplest form of conversation and helps children experience a conversational pattern that includes listening and paying attention as well as responding.

Mirroring

Mirroring involves imitating a child’s sound, facial expressions, or gestures.  In mirroring, the child takes the lead.  The child should initiate any action or sound you imitate.  

Using Parallel Talk

Parallel talk is a strategy in which you use short, simple phrases to describe what a child is doing.

Using Self-Talk
Self-talk turns the attention to your actions instead of what a child is doing.  With self-talk, you talk to yourself, describing what you are doing.

Reflecting

In reflecting, you listen to what a child says and repeat it back.  Your response should be an exact replication of what the child said, however you repeat the word or phrase using correct pronunciation and grammar.  Reflecting provides opportunities for children to hear their own words used correctly.

Expanding

Using the technique of expanding, you listen to a child’s messages and then repeat the word, phrase, or sentence back in a more complex form.  This teaches children new language structures, new words, and adds information to children’s original statements.

Using Descriptive Statements

Using descriptive statements encourages children to be active participants in conversations.  Descriptive statements and comments are not directive or inquisitive.  They simply contribute interesting information to the discussion.

Adding Something Different

Adding something different triggers communication.  For example, communication can be facilitated with the addition of novelty, obstacles or an element of surprise.
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It is important to be aware that communication encompasses more than spoken language.  Nonverbal communication encompasses the largest area of communication and includes facial expressions, gestures, body language, and position. Spoken language develops first from sounds and single words to sentences as children learn the rules of language.  Communication development of infants and toddlers can be facilitated in the following ways:











