ARRANGING THE PLAY GROUP ENVIRONMENT 

FOR INFANT AND TODDLER LEARNING
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INDEPENDENCE

Independence is promoted when toys and materials are provided that are easily seen as well as easily reached.  For example, store toys on low shelves.  Independence is also encouraged when the environment is arranged to communicate a sense of action.  For example, arrange a puzzle with one piece placed near, but not in its correct place.

EXPLORATION

Exploration is encouraged when the environment is arranged to include play materials that have a number of different dimensions for children to explore. For example, provide multisensory toys that invite children to see, hear, touch, taste, and smell.

PRACTICE

Practice can be promoted when the environment is arranged to encourage children to practice skills they have already learned.  For example, provide opportunities for play with variations of the same item or concept in a different setting.

CHALLENGE

Challenge can be introduced if toys and materials are arranged to take the skills that children have one step further. For example, challenge a child who already knows how to stack blocks by introducing other objects that can also be stacked.  

INTERACTION 

Interaction can be facilitated by giving children opportunities to watch other children at play, play along side other children, and engage in interactions with other children.  For example, be sure to provide enough toys in each play area so several children can engage in play with similar materials at the same time.

CREATIVITY 

Creativity can be promoted by adding elements of surprise to the play environment.  For example, put hats on balls and ask what else the balls can wear.

Adapted from Child Care Plus Curriculum on Inclusion by Sarah Mulligan, et al., University of Montana
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Embed the following message in your environment to help all children learn:  independence, exploration, practice, challenge, interaction, and creativity.  Help parents to recognize and utilize these messages at home to nurture their child’s development.














