
BUILDING PARTNERSHIPS WITH PARENTS

IN PARENT/CHILD PLAY GROUPS
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Teach Parents to Teach Their Own Children

Remember that parents are their children’s first and best teachers.  Model for parents but always recognize that the parent’s role as teacher is most important.

Be Respectful

Each interaction helps to build a lasting relationship with parents.  Let families know that you recognize and respect their culture and family values.

Be Reciprocal

Listen to parents as much as you speak.  Make sure that both your actions and words represent your goal to form a partnership with parents.

Be Constructive

Always ask for and consider the parent’s point of view when making suggestions.  Only offer suggestions to parents that are constructive.  

Be Honest 

Let parents know what you really mean when you talk to them about their child.  A direct approach is more likely to lead to positive solutions.

Adapted from Child Care Plus Curriculum on Inclusion by Sarah Mulligan, et al., University of Montana
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Parents are their child’s first and most important teachers because parents know their children better than anyone else.  Remember that every family is unique. The following basic guidelines should be kept in mind when interacting with all parents who participate in the parent/child playgroups.














