INCREASING THE PLAYABILITY OF TOYS IN PLAY GROUPS
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Guidelines for selection of toys for playgroups


Is it developmentally appropriate?


Is it safe?

Does it promote interaction?

Can it be used for different kinds of play?


Does it incorporate different senses?


Is it durable?


Is it easy to clean?


Can parts be repaired or replaced?

Adapting toys for playgroups


Make toys easier to grasp



Put knobs on puzzle pieces



Build up the handle of a paint brush



Attach a carrying ring to a stuffed animal


Make toys more intriguing



Arrange toys together to suggest play themes



Add surprise elements


Increase the interaction value of toys



Provide duplicates of a toy



Add companion pieces


Add additional sensory input to toys



Add food extracts to toys



Add new textures to toys



Vary temperatures of toys



Increase visual contrast of toys


Promote independent play with toys



Store toys where children can reach them



Secure toys near the child



Have a structure or play idea started as a model for the child



Provide materials across a wide range of developmental levels
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Toys are not educational in and of themselves.  Children’s exploration of toys is what turns them into learning tools.  Sometimes children’s exploration is looking, sometimes touching, sometimes manipulating, and other times pretending.  The value of a play experience is less about the toy and more about children’s meaningful exploration of it. 











