MAKING INCLUSION WORK 

IN PARENT/CHILD PLAY GROUPS
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	Recognize the strengths of each child by celebrating accomplishments with parents.
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	Offer a variety of options for parent/child activities so that children with different interests or abilities are motivated to participate.
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	Provide routines that enhance predictability for children and parents. Preview what is going to happen before groups and review what happened after groups.  Reinforce the concept of previewing and reviewing with parents.
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	Use a variety of different kinds of materials to give parents and children many options for learning.



	[image: image5.wmf]
	Plan activities that are open-ended so that children and parents can enjoy the process of learning.
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	Organize the environment so that children can be as independent as possible while their parents follow their lead.  
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	Help parents learn to offer just enough guidance so that children can accomplish tasks that would be too hard for them to do alone.
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	Help parents learn to challenge their children without frustrating them.




Adapted from Child Care Plus Curriculum on Inclusion by Sarah Mulligan, et al., University of Missouri
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